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To outline Council's commitment to ensuing there is housing that meets the needs of all residents 
of Mount Alexander Shire. 

To provide an overarching framework outlining the actions Council will undertake to facilitate 
access to affordable and adaptable housing that meets the needs of the community . 

Who is Affected by this Policy? 
This policy will inform state and federal government, registered housing associations, housing 
developers, housing investors and others interested in the development of affordable housing 
options in Mount Alexander Shire. 

Background: 
As part of Council's goal of building sustainable communities it has committed to facilitating 
housing that meets the needs of the community. 

Research commissioned by Council in 2012 1 confirms that there has been declining affordability in 
the housing market in the Shire over the past decade in both the rental and home ownership 
markets. The supply of social housing is not sufficient to meet local demand. There is a high 
concentration of private rental tenants receiving rental assistance who would otherwise be eligible 
for social housing. There is also a mismatch between the housing stock and population with an 
oversupply of three bedroom or more dwellings and the majority of households being one or two 
person households. The local housing support service reports that there are no dedicated crisis 
accommodation options for people in the shire.2

Housing affordability in Mount Alexander Shire3 

The majority of households in Mount Alexander Shire are currently single persons or couples with 
no children: 

• In 2011 62% of households were single person (18% lone male, 14% lone female) or couple
with no children (30%) households.
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